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NOTES AND EXTRACTS.

TORNADO IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

Mr. C. M. Strong, Section Director, Oklahoma, Okla., sends
data relative to a tornado on April 24, The tornado was first
heard of at Choteau, Ind. T. It began in the Verdigris River
bottoms, and extended northeast to the northern part of the
Cherokee Nation country. Destruction is reported from Cho-
teau, Fairland, and Clearwater. Large hailstones and a deluge
of rain accompanied the tornado in the Cherokee Nation. A
general electric storm prevailed all day, followed by a heavy
downfall of rain and then by the tornado.

The postmaster at Ketchum reports that the storm passed
through that place about 12 o’clock (probably central time),
leaving the river bottom and striking the hills and then *+he
prairie beyond. The storm wag visible for five or ten minutes
as it passed in a northeast direction, a little east of Ketchum.

It moved up the Grand River Valley, reaching Cleora, Ind. T.,
7 miles south of Afton, on Sunday, April 24, at 12:25 p. m.

The postmaster at Afton thinks possibly there were two
storms traveling parallel with each other 6 or 7 miles apart,
each of them destroying everything it came in contact with
when it descended to the ground, and each path of destruction
ranging from 150 to 300 feet wide. As arule houses that were
destroyed were carried and scattered to the northeast. The
storm was pretty generally over in twenty minutes, covering
a territory measuring 6 or 7 miles east and west and 30 miles
north and south.

The postmaster at Fairland says: “Storm came at 12:35
p. m., after a heavy rain of about thirty minutes with some hail.
It was noticed some half hour before, but thought it was going
west of us. It came from the south and lasted about one min-

ute. The path of the destructive wind was about 400 yards
wide; débris was thrown in all directions. Some observed the
funnel-shaped cloud, but I did not. The cloud lifted after
leaving here and no damage was reported north of us.”’

It was last observed at Fairland. The funnel cloud was
noted, but the first intimation of the approach of the tornado
was a loud, roaring noise. The general direction of the path
was north and east, and the width of the path of destruction
about one-fourth of a mile.

From Choteau to Fairland the track covers about 60 miles
in length. The storm is said to have been the worst that has
been known in the Indian Territory.

TORNADO AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

The following details of a tornado at Grand Rapids, Mich.,
on March 24, are obtained from the report of Mr. C. F.
Schneider, Section Director at that place. The tornado moved
in a due northeasterly direction across the sountheastern por-
tion of the city, over a path about 2 miles long and from 25
to 200 feet in width. Nothing could be learned regarding the
appearance of the sky or the atmosphere during the passage
of the tornado, because it had been a wet, stormy evening, and
almost everyone was indoors.

At the Weather Bureau office, distant about 21 miles from
the nearest point of the storm’s path, the records show a
steadily increasing southeasterly wind from about 8 p. m.
(seventy-fitth meridian time), until 10 p. m., when it had
reached a velocity of 32 miles. At 10:05 p. m., when the wind
had suddenly shifted to the southwest, it attained a maximum
velocity of 52 miles. It then decreased with equal sudden-



